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10
t o p

 1 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
          new delhi

 2 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
          Mumbai

 3 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Bengaluru

 4 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Chennai

 5 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Hyderabad

 6 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Patna

 7 Pearl academy  
  new delhi

 8 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Kolkata

 9 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Gandhinagar

 10 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN  
  techNology (Nift)  
  Bhubaneswar

c o l l e g e s >>>weaving a future a
The ever-evolving National Institute of Fashion Technology, Delhi, continues  

to put budding Indian designers on the global map

By Shelly Anand

bout 70 per 
cent of fashion 
designers in the 
country have 
graduated from 
the National 

Institute of Fashion Technology 
(NIFT)-Delhi. It was also the 
only Indian institute to feature 
in the world’s 20 best fashion 
institutes in 2017. The institute 

that has always encouraged 
creative thinking in its students is 
today the frontrunner in fashion 
education. 

Established in 1986 under the 
aegis of the Ministry of Textiles 
in technical collaboration with 
the State University of New York’s 
Fashion Institute of Technology, 
NIFT-Delhi, in its 33 years of 
presence has not only trained and 
skilled the best of the best, but 
also given India some of its top 
designers. According to Professor 
Vandana Narang, campus direc-
tor, NIFT-Delhi, “As we are the 
oldest NIFT campus, we have the 
most experienced senior faculty 
with us who are passionate about 
their work and have a strong 
sense of ownership. These are the 
things that make the institute dif-
ferent and unique from others.” 

While it is quite easy for any 
institute to become lax once it 
gains recognition, NIFT-Delhi 
refuses to rest on its laurels. It is 
always in the process of reinvent-
ing and re-evaluating itself. A 
complete overhaul of its cur-
riculum in 2017 is an example of 
this constant evolution. “We did a 
disruptive change while rework-
ing the curriculum, keeping in 
mind the shift in industry and 
technology, so that our students 
get to learn what is the need of 
the hour,” says Narang. The new 
curriculum now offers students 
of fashion design a chance to 
minor in courses such as manage-
ment and technology, besides 
two general elective courses every 
semester—ranging from person-
ality development, communica-
tion skills, yoga and meditation, 
languages and cultural studies. 

Quick to introduce the latest 
in the field of technology and 
include it in its methods of im-
parting education, the institute 
has also started working with YA
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  BACK TO BASICS 
niFt delhi students  
learn how to weave
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artificial intelligence and block-
chain technology. 

“There was the need to change 
the curriculum and bring in new 
technology, as we realised that 
we were teaching 21st century 
students 20th century techniques 
and an 18th century curriculum,” 
says Narang. As fashion is con-
stantly reinventing itself and is all 
about change, new areas of studies 
have emerged in fashion educa-
tion. Surface ornamentation is one 
such niche segment; handmade 
is another key stream. If khadi 
fabric is an important trend, then 
sustainable and slow fashion are on 
the other side of that spectrum. The 
institute always ensures that its 

g a u r av  g u P ta  ( 2 0 0 0 ) 
Known for giving the 
conventional saree 

a contemporary 
makeover

m a N i s h  a r o r a  ( 1 9 9 4) 
One of India’s  
most inspiring 
contemporary  

fashion designers

What sets us apart?
We are the oldest niFt campus 
and have the most senior faculty 
members with us 

We constantly reinvent and  
re-evaluate ourselves 

We inculcate creative and critical 
thinking in our students

New initiatives in the past 
three years
the curriculum has been 
completely reworked keeping the 
needs of the industry in mind and 
new subjects introduced

One thing I want to improve 
in the institute
More space to expand the 
campus

What makes a student shine 
at NIFT? 
Motivation, passion, an eye for 
detail

Professor vaNdaNa NaraNg
Campus director, niFt-delhi

g u r u s p e a K

r i t u  B e r i  ( 1 9 9 1 ) 
Has designed for celebrities, 
such as Madhuri Dixit-Nene, 

Nicole Kidman and Prince 
Charles

rs 10,000 was the average 
stipend earned by 

nift students of the 2018 
batch during their internships

the mexican cheese 
sandwich and 

paneer maggi are the 
most popular dishes 
at the nift canteen

  THE X-FACTOR 
Students preparing for an 

upcycle fashion show at 
niFt Kolkata

3
t o p

 1 ims desigN & iNNovatioN  
           academy, noida

 2 acharya iNstitute of  
  graduate studies, Bengaluru

 3 NatioNal iNstitute of  
  fashioN techNology  
  (Nift), Hyderabad

c o l l e g e s  w i t h 
t h e  b e s t  m a l e  t o 
f e m a l e  r at i o  >>>

c o l l e g e

5
t o p

 1 symBiosis iNstitute of desigN, Pune ₹ 7,04,000

 2 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN techNology, (Nift),  
  new delhi ₹ 5,80,000

 3 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN techNology (Nift),  
  Bhubaneswar ₹ 5,20,000

 4 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN techNology (Nift),  
  Mumbai ₹ 4,85,000

 5 NatioNal iNstitute of fashioN techNology (Nift),  
  Bengaluru ₹ 4,75,000

c o l l e g e s  o f f e r i n g  t h e  h i g h e s t  s a l a r y  >>>

c o l l e g e av g  a N N u a l 
s ta r t i N g  s a l a ry  (`)

What’s unique about life 
on the campus?
the campus is always 
brimming with activity. there 
are frequent industry visits, 
cultural and extra-curricular 
events. the international 
linkages give students enough 
exposure and a sense of 
confidence. the several 
learning opportunities, such 
as craft cluster visits, during 
the course, a chance to work 
with leading lifestyle brands 
and freedom to experiment 
and learn first-hand are a few 
other advantages.

One change I want in my 
college 
i would like a cricket ground 
on the campus

 m y  e x p e r i e n c e 
at  n i f t-D e l h i

PushP guNd
3rd year, Bachelor’s in  

Fashion design

5
t o p

 1 KaNya maha vidyalaya (Kmv), Jalandhar 222.22

 2 acharya iNstitute of graduate studies, Bengaluru 6.00

 3 Nehru arts & scieNce college, Coimbatore 1.90

 4 dr N.g.P. arts & scieNce college (autoNomous), Coimbatore 1.83

 5 BishoP aPPasamy college of arts & scieNce, Coimbatore 1.50

c o l l e g e s  w i t h  t h e  b e s t  va l u e  f o r  m o n e y  >>>

c o l l e g e r o i * 

*Roi (return on investment) is calculated based on average annual salary/ 
tuition fees for the entire course

5
t o p

 1 KaNya maha vidyalaya (Kmv), Jalandhar 900

 2 acharya iNstitute of graduate studies, Bengaluru ₹ 30,000

 3 sardar Patel mahavidyalaya, Chandrapur ₹ 49,500

 4 Nehru arts & scieNce college, Coimbatore ₹ 80,000

 5 BishoP aPPasamy college of arts &  
  scieNce, Coimbatore   96,000

c o l l e g e s  w i t h  t h e  l o w e s t  t u i t i o n  f e e  >>>

c o l l e g e
t u i t i o N  f e e  f o r  

e N t i r e  c o u r s e  (` )

students stay abreast of such trends 
during their course and are sensi-
tised about the same. 

While motivation and passion 
are crucial for any student to make 
it to NIFT-Delhi, some of the other 
skills required are an unerring eye 
for detail, a sense of colour and basic 
drawing abilities. The course is so 
rigorous that one can see a complete 
transformation in the students at 
the end of their course. Four years of 
their education on the campus, and 
they step out thoroughly polished 
and honed. n

A
R

In
d

A
m

 S
h

Iv
A

A
n

I/
G

e
t

t
Y

 Im
A

G
eS



t o p  3 0  B e s t  c o l l e g e s  >>> fa s h i o n

Rankings are based on objective and perceptual survey data. Only colleges that offer a full-time undergraduate programme and submitted their 
objective data of minimum three graduated batches were ranked. All scores have been rounded off to one decimal place, this may result in rounding-off 

errors while adding the parameter-wise score. The colleges not ranked during perceptual survey have got nil marks in perceptual score

over-
all 

r aNK 
2019

over all 
r ank 
2018

InstItute and cIt y

Intake 
QualIt y & 

governance

acadeMIc 
e Xcellence

InFr a struc-
ture & lIvIng 

e XperIence

personalIt y 
& le adersHIp 
de velopMent

career 
progre s sIon 
& pl aceMent

oBjectIve 
score

percep tual 
score 

over all 
score

180 300 180 240 300 1,200 800 2,000

1 1 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, new delHI 133.5 259.7 128.6 210.3 267.5 999.6 790.1 1,789.7

2 2 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, MuMBaI 132.6 253.9 128.8 185.2 263.7 964.2 765.9 1,730.1

3 3 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, Bengaluru 128.0 251.8 126.0 181.5 226.9 914.2 767.7 1,681.9

4 4 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology , cHennaI 122.1 209.6 127.9 148.4 231.4 839.4 706.6 1,546.0

 5 6 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, Hyder aBad 118.5 175.8 128.5 159.5 217.5 799.8 708.7 1,508.5

 6 5 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology,  patna 125.5 215.7 149.2 140.8 250.6 881.8 626.1 1,507.9

7 7 pearl acadeMy, new delHI 126.4 233.5 104.1 157.4 200.5 821.9 683.7 1,505.6

8 8 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, kolk ata 122.8 224.4 99.7 122.1 216.7 785.7 708.1 1,493.8

9 9 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, 
gandHInagar

128.2 233.9 118.8 168.0 204.0 852.9 637.3 1,490.2

10 10 natIonal InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, 
BHuBaneswar

114.2 206.6 139.4 205.5 233.3 899.0 563.4 1,462.4

11 11 pearl acadeMy, jaIpur 111.7 194.9 115.4 202.2 212.8 837.0 611.3 1,448.3

 12 13 aMIty scHool oF FasHIon tecHnology, noIda 104.5 155.6 106.7 121.2 231.5 719.5 540.9 1,260.4

 13 12 j.d. InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, Bengaluru 119.1 158.7 94.5 180.7 158.8 711.8 542.8 1,254.6

14 14 syMBIosIs InstItute oF desIgn, pune 111.6 150.3 111.3 133.5 153.4 660.1 559.9 1,220.0

15 15 arMy InstItute oF FasHIon & desIgn, Bengaluru 116.4 147.1 108.3 120.5 207.9 700.2 412.0 1,112.2

 16 17 pearl acadeMy, noIda 100.8 147.9 81.0 118.0 178.5 626.2 414.4 1,040.6

- 17 np* nIFt-tea college oF knItwear FasHIon,  
tIruppur, taMIl nadu

115.8 103.7 96.6 105.3 202.2 623.6 386.2 1,009.8

- 18 np IMs desIgn & InnovatIon acadeMy, noIda 99.8 139.8 107.4 177.3 130.9 655.2 302.3 957.5

19 19 neHru arts & scIence college, coIMBatore 100.1 126.2 109.9 140.2 164.6 641.0 206.4 847.4

 20 18 FasHIon & apparel desIgn, t. joHn college, Bengaluru 114.3 139.3 96.0 177.0 162.4 689.0 110.9 799.9

- 21 np nortHern IndIa InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, 
MoHalI

102.2 164.7 82.1 141.6 172.0 662.6 72.8 735.4

 22 27 aMIty scHool oF FasHIon tecHnology, lucknow 102.1 138.1 121.0 86.6 135.9 583.7 143.9 727.6

 23 24 B.B.k. d.a.v. college For woMen, aMrItsar 104.6 108.6 104.2 152.1 131.4 600.9 126.2 727.1

 24 21 a XIs InstItute oF FasHIon tecHnology, k anpur 89.8 146.5 121.9 114.8 138.0 611.0 110.2 721.2

 25 23 tHe oXFord college oF scIence, Bengaluru 112.7 136.6 118.0 131.4 155.4 654.1 19.6 673.7

 26 25 srI krIsHna arts & scIence college, coIMBatore 104.5 110.7 114.4 147.0 129.8 606.4 14.3 620.7

 27 26 dr s.n.s. rajalaksHMI college oF arts & scIence 
(autonoMous), coIMBatore

102.8 111.6 120.2 92.8 143.2 570.6 14.3 584.9

- 28 np k anya MaHa vIdyalaya (kMv), jal andHar 107.9 106.5 106.5 152.9 96.8 570.6 - 570.6

- 29 np dr n.g.p. arts & scIence college (autonoMous), 
coIMBatore

99.7 83.6 96.8 66.3 177.4 523.8 - 523.8

- 30 np BIsHop appasaMy college oF arts & scIence, 
coIMBatore

98.5 121.1 93.2 103.2 105.4 521.4 - 521.4
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