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BACKGROUND AND RATIONALE

Rooted in the vision of Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas, the confluence “3if&d UR:
@i R Gufheol” celebrates the seamless convergence of fashion, craft,
technology, and sustainability—the pillars shaping Naya Bharat. It envisions a future
where India’s rich heritage and timeless artisanal traditions inspire innovation, guide
progress, and contribute to a developed Bharat by 2047.

India’s creative economy, driven by skilled artisans, visionary designers, and forward-
looking innovators, stands poised to lead the global shift toward responsible
production and conscious consumption. By blending traditional craftsmanship with
modern design thinking, sustainable technologies, and industry best practices, India
demonstrates how cultural heritage can be a powerful engine of growth and
transformation. It reflects Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi's clarion call: "Vikas Bhi,
Virasat Bhi", emphasizing India’s commitment to advancing development while
preserving its rich cultural heritage.

The confluence builds on the theme of Virasat aur Vikas, fostering meaningful
dialogues across design, management, and technology. It seeks to reimagine India’s
craft legacy through sustainable innovation, presenting models where cultural identity
and development thrive together.

Through research, education, and collaborative industry engagement, NIFT
Gandhinagar acts as a bridge—connecting the craft sector with emerging technologies
and the broader design ecosystem. By nurturing creativity rooted in heritage and
sustainability, the institute contributes directly to India’s vision of Viksit Bharat 2047,
where progress and tradition move forward hand in hand.

A highlight of the confluence is “eelT ardl”, a special, interactive session celebrating the
rich legacy, creativity, and resilience of India’s artisans. The session brings together
master craftspersons and traditional makers from across the country to share their
inspiring journeys, unique achievements, and evolving visions for the future of Indian
crafts. Through storytelling and dialogue, @e @ardf aims to create a meaningful
platform where artisans’ lived experiences meet contemporary perspectives —
fostering appreciation, understanding, and renewed interest in sustaining India’s
vibrant craft heritage in a modern context.

ABOUT NIFT GANDHINAGAR

The National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT), Gandhinagar, established in
1995, is one of India’s leading institutions for fashion education, research, and
innovation, operating under the Ministry of Textiles, Government of India. Located
in the Infocity area of Gandhinagar, the campus is equipped with advanced design
studios, laboratories, IT-enabled classrooms, an auditorium, and a well-resourced
library, fostering a vibrant academic environment for creative and technological
learning. Over the years the campus has been established as a leader in product
development, interventions in the crafts sector, as well as in the field of advanced
textile technology.



NIFT Gandhinagar has had the privilege of hosting several distinguished panel
discussions on pressing and contemporary themes such as Khadi's Role in
Sustainable Fashion, Transformation in the Apparel Sector, and Viksit Bharat agenda
with ‘Virasat’ and ‘Vikas. The institute has also organized highly acclaimed
international conferences, including “Tracing Seventy-Five Years of Indian Fashion
Post-Independence” in 2022, “3ISTEl &1 3Hd Hgldd; “INDIA@100: Building
‘Atmanirbhar’ Bharat from Farm to Fashion to Future” in 2023 and “Intertwining
Sustainability with Mission LiFE: Fashion, Entrepreneurship and Cultural Integration
in Harmony” in 2024.

CONFLUENCE OBJECTIVES

e To foster dialogue on the integration of design, technology, and sustainability to
come up with useful solutions for the textile and apparel value chain

e To delve into India’s rich cultural and creative legacy with innovations shaping the
future in a global context

e To examine the practical integration of emerging technologies within design and
management.

CONFLUENCE AIMS

e Knowledge Sharing - To provide participants with updated, relevant, and
specialized knowledge on a specific topic or field.

e Skill Development - To enhance critical thinking, analytical skills, and problem-
solving abilities through discussions and interactions.

e Awareness Creation - To make participants aware of current issues, trends,
opportunities, or challenges in a particular area; to bridge the gap between theory
and practice by engaging with real-world examples and expert insights.

e Encouraging Research & Innovation - To promote academic inquiry, innovation,
and exploration of new ideas.

¢ Interactive Learning - To enable exchange of views, experiences, and best
practices among experts, practitioners, and learners.

e Professional Networking - To build connections between students, faculty and
industry professionals.

e Collaborative Engagement - To foster teamwork, cooperation, and
interdisciplinary dialogue.

TARGET AUDIENCE

The conference extends its invitation to a diverse array of participants, including
researchers, academicians, policymakers, development agencies, environmental
advocates, community leaders, artisans, NGOs, industry professionals, creative
entrepreneurs, students, and other interested individuals.



CALL FOR FULL PAPER SUBMISSION

NIFT Gandhinagar invites original unpublished papers centered around the
conference theme and its sub-themes, presented below:

SUB-THEMES

Virasat (Legacy and Sustainability)

Vikas (Innovation and Future Tech)

® Indigenous practices

® Cross-cultural management

® Local craft in the global market.

® Circular design & sustainable supply chains
® Green tech & carbon-conscious
management

® Ethics, equity and social responsibility

® SDG goals and challenges

® Environmental, Social, and Governance
(ESG)

® Design thinking and service design

® User experience and inclusive design

® Emotional intelligence in management and
technology

® Al, Machine learning, and design
automation

® Blockchain in supply chain management

® Extended reality (XR), AR/ VR

® Metaverse

® Techno-Textile

TIMELINE

Registration starts : 1st November 2025
Registration ends: 15" January 2026

Full Paper Submission :
abstract submission required)

1st November 2025 to 15" December 2025; (No separate

Registration Fees

Category Indian Delegates (%) Foreign Delegates (US $)
Academia & Industry 1000 100
Research Scholars & 1000 50
Students

Attendees 1000 50

A full fee waiver for NIFT Faculties, NIFT Research Scholars, and NIFT Gandhinagar

Students.

NIFT Alumni are welcome, and neither are required to register nor to pay the attendee

fee.




REGISTRATION GUIDELINES

e Registration fee is non-refundable in any case.

e One Paper, One Registration: Each accepted paper must be accompanied by one
registration from at least one presenting author.

e Only those authors who are presenting or physically attending the event are
required to pay the registration fee.

e Co-authors who are not attending or presenting are not required to register or
make any payment.

CERTIFICATES

e Registration and physical attendance is mandatory for issuance of any certificate.

o A Certificate of Participation will be issued to all registered participants who are
physically present at the event.

e A Certificate of Presentation will be awarded only to the registered author(s) who
present their paper at the conference.

e In cases where a paper has multiple presenters, each presenter must register
separately to receive an individual presentation certificate.

e No certificate will be issued to participants who are registered but do not attend
the event in person.

AWARDS

A Best Research Paper Award/Certificate will be conferred in each panel or track,
recognizing outstanding scholarly contribution and excellence in presentation.

FULL PAPER SUBMISSION GUIDELINES

e Full papers must be submitted in English, not exceeding 3000 words, excluding
abstract and references. Authors must submit a Plagiarism report with full paper.

e Manuscript should be well-organized to include theme, sub-theme, title, abstract
(max 300 words), 5 keywords, objectives, methodology, research findings and
conclusion. References should be provided in APA style to cite all sources of
information.

e Formatting requirements -

1.Font - Times New Roman size 12

2.Alignment -Justified

3.Line spacing - 1.5

4.Margins -1 inch on all sides

e Two Manuscript copies to be submitted, one with author details and another
without author details. Please use the template provided.

e Full Paper Template with Author Details- Click here

o Full Paper Template without Author Details- Click here


https://docs.google.com/document/d/1YDaHXi-PBpgdjJtHgT_Gvtss9a8XmbV8/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=107332944225147213730&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BK6DeWPGTai5WLGK2Q5MVzbNy7Kn8qMQZrVwIfuIg4I/edit?usp=sharing

e All submitted manuscripts will be subjected to a plagiarism check. Manuscripts
exhibiting a similarity index exceeding 15% shall not be considered for review or
acceptance.

e All submitted manuscripts will be subjected to peer review prior to acceptance
for publication or presentation.

e Submitted manuscripts will be evaluated on the basis of originality, relevant
methodology, relevance to the theme and contribution of new knowledge.

e Use of Al should be limited to basic formatting; the research concept and
approach should be original.

e Selected papers will have the opportunity of being published in a book of
proceedings with ISBN after due process.

e Further queries may be addressed to conference.gandhinagar@nift.ac.in

e How to reach NIFT Gandhinagar Click Here

e Hotels in Gandhinagar Click Here

e Full Paper/Manuscript Submission CLICK HERE

e Registration CLICK HERE

Confluence Schedule - 30th January 2026

10:00 am -11:00 am Inaugural session

11:00 am -11:15 am Tea break

11:15am - 12:30 pm Keynote sessions

12:30 pm - 1:30 pm Craf'F Practitioners Knowledge Exchange
session - “ell ardi”

1:30 pm - 2:15 pm Lunch

2:30 pm - 3:30 pm Pgrallel sessions in 2 tracks -Virasat and
Vikas

3:30 pm -3:45 pm Tea Break

3:45 pm -5:30 pm \P/fakrallel sessions in 2 tracks - Virasat and

ikas

5:45 pm - 6:15 pm Valedictory Session



https://nift.ac.in/gandhinagar/sites/gandhinagar/files/inline-files/How%20to%20reach.pdf
https://nift.ac.in/gandhinagar/sites/gandhinagar/files/inline-files/Hotels%20in%20Gandhinagar.pdf
https://forms.gle/pgs75DTRqHEfQXus8
https://forms.gle/pgs75DTRqHEfQXus8
https://forms.gle/rYXDdmZvMzaBLic26

¢ Alumni Meet 2026- 6 PM onwards

The forthcoming Alumni Meet 2026 at NIFT Gandhinagar will be organized in
conjunction with the institute’s annual confluence, “3f& URY: wfia R Fxufhazor,
rooted in the larger vision of Swarnim Bharat: Virasat aur Vikas. Reflecting the spirit
of the confluence , the Alumni Meet will celebrate the enduring legacy and future
aspirations of NIFT’s vibrant alumni community, who continue to embody the ethos
of sustainability, empowerment, and innovation in their professional pursuits.

The event will bring together graduates from various batches of the NIFT, providing a
meaningful platform to reconnect, reflect, and collaborate. The deliberations and
interactions during the meet will underscore the vital role of NIFT alumni in shaping
India’s creative and fashion economy.

NIFT Gandhinagar invites all NIFT Alumni to attend the Confluence without any
registration.



