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About The Institute
Set up in 1986, NIFT is the pioneering institute of fashion education in the
country and has been in the vanguard of providing professional human
resource to the textile and apparel industry. It was made a statutory
institute in 2006 by an Act of the Indian Parliament with the President of
India as ‘Visitor’ and has full fledged campuses all across the country.
Over the years NIFT has also been working as a knowledge service
provider to the Union and State governments in the area of design
development and positioning of handlooms and handicrafts.
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Message from Director

Welcome to D–Khoj,

A transformative journey into the heart of design.

At NIFT, we believe that design is more than a profession - it is a
way of seeing, thinking, and solving. D–Khoj has been envisioned
as a bridge for aspiring creators to cross from curiosity into the
rigorous, vibrant world of professional design education.
This boot camp is not just a preview; it is an immersive studio
experience. Here, you will step away from traditional textbooks
and into a space where ideas take physical form. Through guided
mentorship and hands-on exploration, you will engage with the
same ecosystem that nurtures India’s leading designers.
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Programme
Overivew

NIFT,
Gandhinagar
Campus 

6 +2 Days
(2 Days Optional 
Visit)

D–Khoj is an immersive summer boot camp designed to introduce
students to the NIFT learning ecosystem through hands-on studio
experiences, design exploration, and guided mentorship. The
program offers a first-hand understanding of how design is taught,
practiced, and evolved within one of India’s premier design
institutes. 

LOCATION DURATION
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Students
(Grades 9–12)

GROUP

₹12,000 per
student
*Accommodation Not Included

PROGRAM FEE
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Program Inclusions

Program Exclusions 

All workshops &
masterclasses

 Meals (as per
schedule) 

Access to NIFT
labs &
studio spaces 

Local
transport for
academic
visits (as per
actual) 

Raw materials
and tools for
sessions 

Certificate of
Participation

Accommodation
Tickets and entry fees 

Faculty,
alumni, &
industry
interactions 



Programe Objectives
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Familiarize students
with the NIFT
academic
environment and
culture 1 2 3

4 5

Provide hands-on
exposure to design
labs and studio-
based learning

Guide students on design
entrance preparation and
admission pathways

Introduce design as
a viable and
dynamic career
pathway

Develop creative confidence
through experiential and
collaborative learning

Key Learning Outcomes
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Understand real-world application of
design education

Gain exposure to industry workflows
and professional environments

Develop sensitivity to local crafts,
culture, and sustainability

Build observational and analytical
skills in live contexts 

Connect NIFT learning with industry,
Craft and cultural expectations



Program Highlights

Workshops by NIFT Faculty

Immersive Lab Access (Across
disciplines ) 

NIFT Admission & Career
Orientation 

Campus Life Experience & Cultural
Engagement 

Hands-on Workshops across Design
Disciplines 

Design Thinking & Innovation
Sessions 

Industry & Alumni Interaction 

Final Showcase & Certification 
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Program Itinerary 

Day 1: Welcome to the World
of Design

Day 3 The world of Fashion

Day 2: Weave: Material &
Textile Exploration

Arrival, Registration & Orientation

Icebreaker & Introduction to NIFT

Masterclass : Design as a Career

Campus Walkthrough & Lab Exploration

Dept. of Fashion Design

Masterclass: Overview of Indian Culture, Clothing & Textile

Hands-on Workshop: Fashion Design (Styling & Draping

Basics)

Concept Development Exercise 

Group Discussion & Reflection

Dept. of Textile Design

Hands-on Workshop: Textile Design (Block Printing /

Surface Design)

Understanding Materials & Craft Techniques

Lab Immersion: Textile & Surface Labs

Interaction with Faculty / Students 
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Day 4: The Art of Jewellery,
Detail & Making

Day 6: Showcase & Closure
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Day 5: Design for
Communication

Dept. of F & LA

Workshop: Accessory Design (Jewellery /

Product Basics)

Material Exploration & Prototyping 

Accessory Design Studio Practice at NIFT

Collaborative Design Activity 

Final Presentations & Review by Faculty

Feedback & Reflection Session

Cultural Showcase

Certification Ceremony

Departure 

Dept. of Fashion Communication 

 Workshop: Fashion Communication

(Visual Storytelling)

Session: The Print and publishing Design

Presentation Skills Session 
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Extension Module
Day 7: Industry Exposure –
From Concept to Market

Visit 1: Design Studio / Fashion House / Startup 

Interaction with designers and professionals 

Understanding workflow: concept → prototyping → production 

Insights into design careers and specializations

Visit 2: Manufacturing Unit / Craft Cluster

Exposure to production techniques and processes 

Understanding scale, quality, and material handling 

Observing traditional vs contemporary practices 

Industry Interaction Session

Q&A with professionals 

Discussion on skills required in the design industry 

Career pathways beyond NIFT 

Reflection Activity

Guided discussion: “What did you observe vs what you imagined?”

Focus: Understanding how design operates in professional environments 

Activities (optional and subject to approval and availability) 
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Extension Module
Day 8: Local Culture &
Design Context Exploration 

Visit 1: Local Craft Market / Cultural Hub

Exposure to regional crafts, textiles, and artisanal product

Understanding storytelling through products 

Interaction with artisans (where possible) 

Visit 2: Museum / Design Exhibition Space

Understanding history, heritage, and evolution of design

Observational learning: form, material, and display 

Guided Activity: Design Observation Task (heritage walk)

Closing Reflection Circle

Linking NIFT learning + Industry + Culture

Focus: Connecting design with culture, craft, and consumer experience

Activities (optional and subject to approval and availability) 
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Student Takeaways

Why This Program

Real exposure to
NIFT’s academic and
creative
environment

1 2 3

4 5

Understanding of
entrance exams and
admission process

Interaction with mentors,
faculty, and peer

Clarity on design
careers and future
pathways 

Hands-on experience in design
studios and labs

This boot camp is not just about learning
design—it is about experiencing NIFT.
Students gain authentic exposure to the
institute’s culture, pedagogy and
creative ecosystem, helping them make
informed decisions about pursuing
design as a career. 

- Mr. Gaurav Sharma 
Campus Nodal Officer, Nift Gandhi Nagar 
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