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NIFT grad develops flame-resistant apparel for kids

Joins Hands With
Textile Firm For
Further Testing

Parth.Shastri
@timesgroup.com

Ahmedabad: The recent
tragedy in Surat brought the
issueof firesafety intosharp
focus. Keeping in mind the
need to save toddlers from ac-
cidental exposure to flames, a
National Institute of Fashion
Technology (NIFT), Gandhi-
nagar, graduate has devel-
oped kidswear that can pre-
vent spread of flames.

Prateek Rathi, who gradu-
ated in the recent convoca-
tion, had taken up the project
of flame-resistant kidswear
as hisfinal-yearassignment.

“The inspiration was reg-
ulations in the western coun-
tries where extensive studies
haveshown thataboutaquar-
ter of fire injuries oceur in
children under 15 years of
age. There are regulations as
well about the sleepwearina
few countries. No such con-
cept exists in India but here
we see accidents during fes-
tivities such as Diwali where
children enjoy lights and fire-

crackers,” said Rathi.
Rathi got associated with

‘mgegh Chawda

Prateek Rathi shows some of
his creations

a city-based major textile
company for development
and testing. Mamta Chaud-
hary, production develop-
ment manager at the textile
major, told TOI that the gar-
ments were specifically for
the age group three to nine

Vears,
“Children in this age
group are mentally or physi-

cally not prepared to handle
fire accidents and thus, the
fabric can provide some level
of security to children from
accidental fire,” she said.
Rathi worked on two con-
cepts —cottonfabric which is
further treated with flame-re-
tardant finishes which lasts

morethan 100 washes and use
of inherent flame-resistant
fibres and their blends with
synthetic fibre to meet the
flame-resistant properties of
nternational standards.
“The fabric has been tested at
our in-house lab and ATIRA
for different parameters”
sald Chaudhary,

“We devised ways to make
thefabricat low complexity
providing both sturdiness
and comfort,” said Rathi.
adding that he is working fur-
ther on the project with the
brand even after his gradua-
tion requirements. The team
is vet to devise ways to take
the concept forward.




